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     For many of us, dogs are a big 
part of our lives. They are our 
companions, friends, and some-
times they’re even our “children.” 
For those of us who  have a dis-
ability or a handicap, dogs that are 
trained to be service dogs can play 
a huge part in our quality of life.  
 
     I am currently training my Ger-
man Shepherd, Kona, to be my 
hearing service dog. I wore hearing 
aids for 17 years and have recently 
undergone cochlear implant sur-
gery. My cochlear implants have 
allowed me to hear more than I 
ever could before, but the draw-
back is that when I take off my 
devices, I am completely deaf.  
 
     After doing research about ser-
vice dogs, I decided last year to 
train my own hearing service dog.  
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     However, the reward is well worth the 
effort. Kona is going to be my ears: alert-

ing me to my cell phone ringing, someone 
at the door, my alarm in the morning, if 
there is a car or person approaching me 
from behind, or if a fire alarm or siren is 
going off. Kona is going to allow me to be 
more independent and aware of my envi-
ronment in the instances where my hearing 
impairment limits me. 
 
      For anyone that wishes to know more 
about service dogs, and especially hearing 
dogs, there are great resources available 
and there are organizations that train dogs 
for service and provide them to those who 
qualify. Just a few links to get you started:  
www.floridadogguidesftd.org  (specifically 
for service dogs in Florida); 
www.canineassistants.org (an organization 
based in Georgia that trains and gives dogs 
to those in need); www.deltasociety.org (a 
great resource for all things pet and service 
dog related: products, standards, services, 
education and research).  

It takes two to two-and-half years to 
have a fully trained service dog and 
you must be committed to teaching and 
training, and above all, have patience.  

Above:  Look at those ears on Kona! 
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Article by Maddie Coffey,  

Licensed Audiologist Assistant 

Get Warranty for 
Hearing Aids.  



 

 

JC Audiology & Hearing Aids 
(an Asterisks-Free Zone) 

1541 Dale Mabry Hwy., Ste 201 
Lutz, FL  33548 

813.949.1331 
www.jc-audiology.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fellow of the American   
Academy of Audiology 
 

Certified by the     
American-Speech-
Language-Hearing        
Association 
 

 Member of the Florida 
Association of Speech-
Language Pathologists and 
Audiologists 
 

  Member of the Florida 
Academy of Audiology 

 

 

BEWARE OF THE ASTERISKS! 
(unless you love fine print) 
Actual ad below where 64% of the 

words of the ad are in the fine print! 

 

At left, Dr. Judith Reese with Audina Hearing Instruments 
Director of Audiology, Dr. Barbara Crotty, at a recent  
national hearing conference.   
 
Dr. Reese has established a reputation among hearing aid 
manufacturers and hearing scientists throughout the   
country for her expertise in hearing aid fittings as well as 
her research on hearing aid use and satisfaction. 

  
JC Audiology has been green since day one. We 
recycle normal office items, such as paper, card-
board, and plastic containers. We also recycle 
batteries (which patients drop off to us when pur-
chasing new batteries).  Additionally, we now 
offer mercury-free batteries at a price lower than 
chain stores sell them and at a higher power level 
    than can be  
    purchased retail. 

] 

At left, Dr. Reese receives the Paul Harris   
Fellow Award from Rotarians Betty Burke, 
Assistant Governor, and Roger Proffer, Future 
District Governor. Dr. Reese is a charter   
member of the Rotary Club of Land O’Lakes. 
 
JC Audiology also sponsors and supports more 
than a dozen local charities and organizations. 


